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Events for 2015 - 2016 

 

August 1 - 2, Annual Summer Harvest Festival, Franklin Grove 

   http://www.chaplincreek.com/summerharvestfestival.html 

 

August 13, 14, & 15:  Lincoln Highway Buy-Way Yard Sale, Lincoln 

        Highway, West Virginia through Iowa, including Illinois 

 

August 14 - 16:  Annual Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival in Rochelle, Car Show Saturday 

 http://www.lincolnhighwayheritagefestival.org/ 

 

August 18, Tuesday evening:  Karl "Red Bird" Teller, Annual Hobo dinner, hobo stew, 

 storytelling, and songs, Chaplin Creek, Franklin Grove, call 815-456-3030 for the time.   

 This annual event  is turning into one of the top hobo events in the country! 

 

August 23, Sunday:  Geneva Concours d'Elegance, Geneva    http://genevaconcours.net/ 

 

August 28 - 30:  Corn Fest, DeKalb, with Car Fest        http://www.cornfest.com/ 

 

September 15, 6:00 p.m., Fulton Windmill Center, "Establishing the Lincoln Highway and 

 Charitable Giving in Illinois" by Kay Shelton 

 

October 15 & 16, Thursday and Friday, Lincoln & Grant Highways Fall Colors Tour, Geneva to 

 Galena, and back to Geneva on the Lincoln Highway 

 

October 31, 102nd Anniversary of dedicating the Lincoln Highway for the American people in 

 memory of Abraham Lincoln, fly your American flag, and tell your friends to fly theirs! 

 

Early November, date tentative, presentation on Named Highways by Larry McClellan, possibly 

 in the  Joliet area 

 

December 11, 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 18th Annual Christmas in the Grove, downtown Franklin 

 Grove.  Farming Heritage has its annual antique car raffle drawing at this event. 

 

June 13 - 17, 2016, LHA Annual Conference, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania followed by a road tour of 

 the National Road to Vandalia, Illinois, looping back to the Lincoln Highway via Route 66 

 in Illinois 
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Update on License Plates 
 

Right after finishing the last newsletter, the Illinois Chapter Board found out about House Bill 

1081 in the General Assembly.  That bill, if passed by the House, the Senate, and signed by the 

governor, would change the specialty license plates from being a whole-designed plate to one 

with a universal design but a specialty sticker.  HB 1081 passed in the Illinois House 108 to 1.  

There are 118 in the House so not everybody voted.  The bill went from the House to the Senate 

but the folks in Springfield seem concentrated on the budget, although with a near unanimous 

vote in the House in favor of a universal license plate, we expect that it will pass.   

 

The online voting changed at:  http://illinoislincolnhighwayassociation.org/ and a box should pop 

up on your computer screen for you to vote on if you would still be interested in a specialty 

license plate for the Lincoln Highway.  A specialized sticker on a universal license plate would 

not be as fancy as a whole-design license plate, but it would make it possible for folks to have the 

red, white, and blue "L" symbol on their license plate.  You can also directly to:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DGMZR9N and vote.   

 

Win This Car!! 
This is the beautiful car that Farming Heritage is raffling off this year to raise funds, a 1930 

Ford Model A.  The car appeared at the Annual Lincoln Highway Car Show in Franklin Grove in 

May.  Farming Heritage owns the H. I. Lincoln Building in Franklin Grove that the LHA rents 

for our Headquarters.  See http://illinoislincolnhighwayassociation.org/ to print off and mail in 

for tickets.  The drawing will be at the annual Christmas in the Grove event on Friday, Dec. 11. 
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We Still Need a New Illinois Chapter Treasurer 
If you can keep your checkbook balanced, and you can add and subtract, you probably have all 

the skills you need to be treasurer!  Attending most of the Board meetings on the third Saturday 

of the month would be helpful, too.  The Board does not meet December through February.  If 

you are interested in volunteering, feel free to contact Illinois Chapter President Wayne Silvius 

at:  815-453-2118.     

 

Are You Coming With Us? 

  October 15 & 16, 2015 

Lincoln & Grant Memorial Highways Tour 

 
The two-day driving tour  will be Thursday, October 15 and Friday October 16 on the Lincoln 

Highway, U.S. Grant Memorial Highway (U.S. 20), Stagecoach Trail, the Great River Road, and 

a scenic route along the Fox River.  We will start in Geneva and make a big loop across the 

northwestern corner of the state.  We have a block of rooms reserved at the De Soto House Hotel 

in Galena, at the very discounted rate of $120 for Thursday night, October 15th.  The De Soto 

House has off-street parking so antique cars will be welcome to take the tour.  The DeSoto House 

Hotel opened in 1855.  Call the hotel at: 815-777-0090 by August 15th to make a reservation. 
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Could the Lincoln Highway Become an Official National Monument? 

The Lincoln Highway is already  unofficially a national memorial to Abraham Lincoln,  

 dedicated to his memory and the American people by the LHA on October 31, 1913.  

 There is not currently funding in the federal government to pursue All-American Road status 

 for it, but President Obama made the Pullman Neighborhood in Chicago a National Monument.  

 There are people living in the Pullman Neighborhood--National Monument status did not 

 change private property but it increased interest in tourism greatly.  There is a National Parks 

 Office  with information about the history of Pullman available to visitors.  Following the      

 model of the National Monument, there is now an online petition to ask that the Lincoln 

 Highway become designated as National Monument.  Our best chance of getting the 

 Lincoln Highway the recognition it deserves as a memorial to Abraham Lincoln across the 

 United States is to have thousands and thousands of people go to the online petition in 

 support, before President Obama leaves office.  For more information and to sign the 

 petition electronically with an e-mail address, go to:  https://www.change.org/p/barack-

 obama-recognize-the-lincoln-highway-as-a-national-monument-to-abraham-lincoln 

Tell everyone you know about the online petition!!  We can do this!! 


